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Thank you Chairman Swearingen for holding a public hearing and allowing me to
provide written testimony in support of Assembly Bill 60. This legislation will prevent
someone from using the title “engineer” when they do not possess the necessary
credentials or education to identify as such.

Under AB 60, the title of an employee in the state classified service may not include the
word “engineer” unless the individual:

1. Is a registered professional engineer with the State Examining Board of
Architects, Landscape Architects, Professional Engineers, Designers, and
Professional Land Surveyors; or

2. Possesses at least a Bachelor of Science degree in engineering or a degree in
mathematics that is higher than a bachelor’s degree.

The bill also requires each appointing authority in the state civil service to prohibit their
employees from representing themselves to the public as engineers unless the
employee satisfies the criteria described above.

| have observed, and have also heard from colleagues, times at local meetings where a
state agency employee identified themselves as an engineer only to find out that they
did not have a degree or certifications. Other times individuals have the term “engineer”
in their titles, however the title is not an official professionally recognized credential.

While the intention in these and similar cases is not to deceive, it does cause confusion
for local officials and members of the public who may rely on a technical opinion or
information provided by the individual thinking he or she have an expertise or credential
that in reality they do not possess. Eliminating the over-broad use of the term engineer
in titles will be more precise and reduce the possibility of confusion for the public

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of AB 60. If any
committee members have further questions, please feel free to contact my office to
discuss this legislation in greater detail.
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SPEAKING IN SUPPORT OF
2017 ASSEMBLY BILL 60

Personal Background:

Name: Donal Knorr
3322 Prairie Glade Rd.
Middleton, WI 53562
Education: BSEE University of Wisconsin, 1975

During my 40-year carrier | was employed as a consulting engineer for three engineering
consulting firms, all headquartered here in Madison, Wisconsin. During that time, | preformed
engineering services for over 100 clients and was registered as a Professional Engineer in 10
states, including Wisconsin.

| was also the President of the Indiana Society of Professional Engineers for three years, 2010 —
2013,

Statement:

When using the title or term of “engineer” by a person in public or while representing an
organization, there is an inherent understood level of expertise when viewed by the public that
comes with this title. 1feel this title should be only used by individuals that can demonstrate
through education or state registration that they qualify and have the expertise to call
themselves an engineer. To represent oneself as an “engineer” through job title or personal
designation, without the education or expertise (as represented through State registration)
deceives the public and may give the public a false sense of perceived expertise.
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My name is Richard Eberhardt. | live at 2347 Hansen Avenue, City of Racine in Racine County.

| am dual registered in the State of Wisconsin as both a Professional Engineer (P.E.) and a
Professional Land Surveyor (P.L.S.). As a consulting engineer to many municipalities and as a
member of the State Board for the Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors, | have been involved in
job titling issues.

| support Assembly Bill 60 as an effort to reduce confusion among the public and state
employees by requiring that titling be consistent with the role and capability of "engineers".

It has been my experience that the terms "engineer" and "engineering" have been misused in
education and job titling.

There are a couple of reasons for this. The first is the general nature of the terms and their
misuse in titling non-engineering positions such as giving the title of "engineer" to a mechanic
in a school, a technician in a manufacturing plant, or a construction equipment operator.

The second reason for confusion and misrepresentation is because Wisconsin has exemptions
for requiring registration as a P.E. for engineers working in manufacturing, utilities and
government. These exemptions lead to more misunderstanding of the title of "engineer".

All of these sources of misrepresentation within classified jobs are addressed by AB 60.
Government employees often interact directly with the public and engineers in the private
sector. It isimportant that everyone understand the kind of expertise of the people who they
are dealing with. This bill will enhance credibility of our government agencies.

One part of this proposed bill that should be revised is the provision that allows a person with a
higher than a B.S. degree in mathematics to be titled as an engineer. This request is very
important.

Engineers obviously use math but math courses are only about 15% of the credits required to
obtain a B.S. degree in engineering. A graduate with even a doctorate in math is not prepared
to do engineering work. With removal of the reference to a mathematics degree, AB 60 is a
good step in clearly defining engineers to the public.

Thank you for your attention and consideration.
Richard A. Eberhardt P.E., P.L.S.

Contact: eberhardtra@aol.com or (414) 659-6145
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